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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date 




Mr. GEORGE W. 1-OENNEKE , 1390 Smythe, Memphis 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis FYili.ce Depart 
and furnished the following Inform.? Lion: 



Department , 



LOENNEKE Slated ilmt he i:i n Lieutenant at the 
Ueraphis Fire Department, ant is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, located a L 471 Eoiii.lt Main Street, He advised 
that he wan on duly at. 1 1* jt; location on April 4 1968 IOFNwfw 

stated that at approx io.fe I y «i ; wi p. n . m. that date he was 
standing, looking llir'tn;;ii .•* i><- f'pito f ** )n 



was 

. , , . a newspaper, which 

nad been placed r» vor the window o.> iji« roar door of the fire 
station. He slated tin I ho c ».-, in the locker room at the 
rear of the 

O f f i c or D a .. ,i « j.. * l.. ^ * ■ . _ ? r. " ' v * * AV ^ A i 



the slat ion, and with, him w%s a Negro police officer 
RICHMOND, and another fireman named WILLIAM KING. 



the 



l*OENNEKF* wept «m to fst.ilr Licit as he approached his 
locker, which was to the righi o| the window, Officer RICHMOND 
called him and said, "DR, KING is fixing to leave his hotel 
room . M LOENNE KE slated that he I. hen asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, sis l.OENNKEK had not soon DR KING for 
approximately two yrars. While LOKNNEKK was looking through 
peephole of the window, in* saw Mil, KJNG standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down in the parking lot, saying 
something to another Negro male. Individuals hy the name of 
HAJJY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the extreme right 
of DR, KING. l/)FHHbKE staled that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired. liOEN/IE'EE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR, KING was looking at something or someone that fired 
the shot. LQEHNEKE Immediately turned |.o Dilice Officer RICHMOND 
and stated, "DR. KING h:>s l»een shoi," He staled that Officer ' 
RICHMOND went in a stale of shock at Iho sound of this news 
and did not take any immediate action. * 



4 

if)h NNFKK nf^lod l (Ml. lie 1 1 ton ran through the apparatus 
floor, tolling other police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He thpn wont through the l u inJurtM^n of the engine house tolling-- 
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All 1 locatlon lha ^ KING had been shot. 

All poltce officers, upon hearing the news that DH KING had 

been shot imfftcdi at e J. y rushed out the door and proceeded In 

DR 1 i!l£r Ctl 0 n V n 0rder l ° surrou,,d thc «wtel in which 
DR # KING wag staying* 

nolire J«»*thor advised that after he informed the 

police officers that DR. KING had teen shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did not 

wh.atfloever y °"?n r aMJi , f Str ‘; et or an * ^estrlan traffic 

whatsoever. in addition, he stated that he did not see a white 

Mustang on Main Street after the shooting; nor did he hear the 

sound of an automobile leaving in a hurried manner. 

J.OENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the 

shot h °?o*rfii ) H lh ! > ° fore and li’un^d lately after DR. KING had been 
snot, no did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a 

.. If lt J a cket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 

were stand ?np°n tip *? * K3NG was shot, two Negro females 

nn dl L the K<?COnd floor balcony, a short distance from 

. KING, LOEHNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot 

I!? » *l ta u te ? holler! ng in excitement, and appeared to be 

. shock. He stated that both women, after realizing 

loM ^TK? PPC r ,f 1 then , t,egan l ° atlflin P t to administer help 
1 D <i king. He also advised that there was a white man. without 

i^° at * aild woarin e black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached 
th body Of DR. KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which 

lX)FNNEKF n «tnt^ tZ + l ? P blood towing from DR, KING r s body f 

LOKNNLKE Stated that he had seen this white man previously that 

date with DR KING, and assumed that he was in DR. KING*s party 
Approximately thirty seconds after the shot had teen fir Id.* 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking 
photographs of DR. KING'S body. DO INN EKE thought this odd at' 
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR, KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

#■ 

bGENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired f ho saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot 
beneath DR* KING'S balcony, and this nan he assumed was 
ER* jmiQ/s personal chauffeur* ^ , 

• DOE NN EKE advised that to the test of bis knowledge, I the 

shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and j 
irofca position which could not te seen from the window from whicJ 
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he » was observing PH. KING. He Bid ted that at no time did he* 
see a white male running from the area, and could furnish no 
positive information concerning a possible suspect In this murder 



I/)ENNEK£ advised that he was unable to furnish any 
additional Information at this time. 




